THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

JANUARY 3, 2010

PLEASE PRAY FOR . .. Kathleen Schroot, Carolyn Pelletier, Julie Coats,
Evelyn E. Nelson, Elizabeth Dunbar, BarbaraM cLean, Ken Meserve, Kate Starr, Sophia
Shaw, Sdly Minich, EutawnaClark, RitaPooler, Thomas Queen, Carolyn Dutton, Marie
Magill, LisaCarey, Beth Rebello, Paul Haggerty, Glen Brotchie, DonnaWilson, Linda
Wilson, Terry Plourde, IsabellaBuccaflusca, and dl who areill, in nursing homes, and for
thosewho arehospitalized.

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS

Father, hold our troopsin your loving hands and protect them asthey protect us. Bewith
them and comfort themwith your loving presencewhilethe areaway from their homes.
Blessthem and their familiesfor thesaflessactsthey performfor usin our time of need
and grant usall peace, both asindividuasand asaworld community. Weask thisinthe
name of Jesus, your Son, with faith that youwill hear and answer all our prayersaccord-
ingtoyour will. Amen

CANYOURHELP?

Beverly Hospita isin need o additiona Euchaistic Ministersto bring Communionfor and
to pray withthesick. Voluntersare needed, especialy on SUNDAY S, to ass st with this
worthwhileminigtry. Trainingisavailable and even one hour amonthwoul d be appreci-
ated and helpfu. Thosewho feel called to thisministry are encouraged to call John J.
Kwiatek, Beverly Hospital's Pastoral Care Coordinator, at (508) 932-7311. Thank
you for your prompt attention to thisrequest.

EUCHARISTICADORATION

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for your adoration inthe chapel
on Saturdaysfrom 7:30 am to 4:00 pm.

The Blessed Sacrament will bereservedin thetabernaclefor your ado-
ration at all other times. Thelit sanctuary lampisawaysasign of the

. presenceof theLord and isaninvitation to all who wishto comeand
spend somequiet timewiththe Lord.

YEAR 2010
FAMILY APPOINTMENT CALENDARS
are available at the doors of the church.

These beautiful calendars have been
donated to St. Paul’s by
John A. Morris
of theMorris Funeral Home
45 North Main Street
Ipswich, MA

MASSINTENTIONS

Saturday, January 2
4:30pm
Gerald T. Shea

Sunday, January 3
8:00am
Marie Riley
Kathleen Dwyer

10:15am
CaroleLaMontagne

5:30pm
Randi Thibeault

Monday, January 4
9:00am
Alexander Monka

Tuesday, January5
9:00am
Mary Vaughn

Wednesday, January 6
9:00am
Jen D’Arcy

Thursday, January 7
9:00 pm
Robert Safrin

Friday, January 8
9:0am
Eileen Mortimer

Saturday, January 9
4:30pm
L eonard Saduikis

Sunday, January 10
9:00am
Marie Fox-Miller
10:15am
Ceeste Fuller
5:30pm
Sarah DeFloio




L enten Bible Study
Father Arthur Driscoll, for mer dean of
. John’s Seminary College, will con-
duct abiblestudy at &. Paul’sstarting
in February. Fr. Driscoll has over 20
year sexperienceconducting biblestud-
ies. Thisstudy will provideagreat op-
portunity for participants to increase
their knowledge of the bible. Father
Driscoll will start with an extensivein-
troduction to the bible and provide a
framework for better under standingthe
bible. His approach will benefit those
who are new to bible study as well as
those who have attended bible studies
before. Theprogram will then moveto
a study of the gospel of Matthew.

Thebible study will beheld on Thurs-
day nightsin thechurch hall from 7to
8:30 pm, starting on February 11. Join
us and make this a special Lent. Fed
free to come to any sessions that you
are able to make.

BIBLE STUDY
SUMMARY -SECTION |

. INTRODUCTION

A.

WHAT ISTHE BIBLE?

1. A history textbook ?
2. A biography?

3. A novel?

WHEREDIDIT COME FROM?
1. Thespoken word.
2. Thewrittenword.
3. TheTRADITIONS.

From Solomon.

Whoweretheauthor s?
PSEUDOGRAPHIA

What wastheir purpose?
Communication with God.

INSPIRATION - The*word, breath of God.”
1. Holy men. (Fathersof Church;
synagogue)

Holy Spirit :

TheChurch - Holy Community
TheDynamicof inspiration

God revealsHimself - aperson
INSPIRATION and TRUTH

SPIRCRNE S SR

CANONICITY -THE LIST.
1. Protocanonical
2. Deuterocanonical
3. Who chosetheinspired texts?
4, Theroleof theChurch

a. The Pope- encyclicals

b. TheBiblelnstitute-

Jerusalem (Dominicans)
C. ThePontifical Biblical Commission

TOOLSOFINTERPRETATION

1. Textual Criticism - theoriginal text?

2. Literary Criticism - thetrue meaning of
thetext - language, grammar, style.

3. Historical Criticism
situation at thetime. “ Sitzim laben.”

THE GOSPEL OFMATTHEW




2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

It'sthemiraclethat alwayscapturesthe
attention! Sight restored. Lame limbs healed.
Hearing brought back. The dead raised. Wa-
ter changed into wine. When you think about
it, the first four are often routine today.
Granted, the miracle doesn't happen every
time. But many have their sight restored
through cataract surgery. Broken bones that
would haveled to incapacitation are mended.
Cochlear implantshelp somewho did not hear.
And even some people who were in cardiac
arrest have been brought back. These medical
miracles happen so regularly that we don't
even advert to them as " miracles' anymore.
They are" procedures.” It'swhen thingsdon't
work that weget disappointed-and maybeeven
pray for amiracle.

Of course, we still haven't been ableto
crack that water-into-wine thing. It is still a
bona fide miracle.Relying on the miraculous
missesthepoint that Johnistryingtomakein
today's Gospel. The "sign” is not about how
much winewe can get out of Jesus, but rather
that hewasrevealing hisglory, leading hisdis-
ciplestobelief. Thesignsin John'sGospel are
again and again about faith, about comingto
believe in Jesus.

Praying for themiraculous can lead to
an increase of faith. But we can't let the
miracle-or lack thereof-get in theway of faith.
Instead, we can let our faith uncover the mi-
raculousthat already takesplaceeach day: the
healing that goeson in hospitals; theamazing
production of food that feeds so many; the
growing ability of humankind to under stand
thiscreated world; thewonder of a child who
grows from just a few cellsto an adult in the
span of two decades. It's these miracles that
can captureour attention and deepen our faith!
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Tax Laws for
Charitable Contributions

Dueto changesin the federal tax laws or chari-
table contributions, parishionerswho itemize de-
ductions on Schedule A of their tax return will
not be able to deduct contributionsto the parish
unless the maintain a bank record or receive a
written contribution statement from the parish.
Cash contributionsthat are not in aparish enve-
lope cannot be tracked by the parish and will not
be included in the year-end contribution state-
ment.

Recommended donation methods:

Use of parish envelopes provided to you by the
parish.

Written check made payableto the parish.

Direct deposit from your bank/credit card ac-
count

Payroll deduction

. Paul’swill track contributions made using the
parish envelope system and will, upon request,
provide a written statement of contributions
made during 208. Thisinformation will inclue
the name of the parish, name of parishioner, date
or each individal contribution, and the dollar
amount. St. Paul’s cannot track cash contribu-
tions, regardless of the mount, that are not part
of the parish offertory system.

Please note that his does not changetherequire-
ment that ataxpayer receive an acknowledgment
from St. Paul’ sfor each deductible contribution
of more.

Please consult your tax advisor for additional in-
formation.
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